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February 23, 2004

The Honorable Kofi Annan,

Sretary Generd of the United Nations
United Naions

New York City, NY 10017

Your Excdlency,

Your statement tha the United Nations offers aunique legtimecy in present-day internationd rdaions has
been embraced by many who regard the UN and your office as essantid in today’ s world of incressing
acoeptance of democracy, respect for human rights, and resolution of conflict through non-violence: The UN
has successfully hdped establish legtimate palitica systems in South Africa, Namibia, and Cambodia, to
name but afew spectacular achievements.

Iran Nationd Front, which is the oldest and most respected pro-democracy orgenization in Iran, was
established in 1949 under the leedership of thelate Dr. M ohammead M ossadegh with the main objective of
securing free and fair dections. Inthe past 54 years, INF has strugged for independence, democracy, avil
liberties, human rights, and therule of law in Iran.

Today, amost serious conflagration of violence thregtens to engulf Iran. On the one hand, the fundamentdist
dericd diqueruling Iran has lost al legtimacy and rules despoticaly based on coercion and harsh repression
without any regard for the will of the mgority of the Iranian people On the other hand, the hardline faction,
which has just imposed its totd control, has adark history of violainginternationd laws, breaching
internationa norms of conduct, and increesing hogtilities with other nations and powers in order to divert the
atention of the public avay from its domestic crisis.

Iran Nationd Front-Abroad gopedsto you to useyour good offices and the powers of the UN to hdp the
Iranian peopleto fredy choose alegtimate politicd systemin aUN supevisad referendum. We bdieve tha
theonly way to resolvethe serious crisis in Iran is to hold aUN supervised referendum to replace the
theocratic dictatorship with ademocratic and secular republic.

Asthe UN Commission on Human Rights reports have mede explidt, there have been prolonged human
rights crises in the Ilamic Republic of Iran. Accordingto the numerous published reports of the Soedd
Rapporteurs of the UN Commission on Humen Rights, the Islamic Republic of Iran has repeatedly and
eplidtly violaed Artides 1, 2,5, 7, 8,9, 10, 12, 17, 18, 19, 20, and 21 of the Universd Dedaration of
Humen Rights.

The Iranian government is asignaory of the UDHR which obligates it to adhereto dl its stipulaions
induding Artide 21, which dedares:

“ (1) Evaeyone has theright to take pat in the government of his country, directly or through fredy chosen
representatives.



(2) Everyone has theright of equa access to public servicein his country .

(3) Thewill of the people shdl bethe basis of the authority of government; this will shal be expressed in
periodic and genuine dections which shal be by universd and equd suffrage and shdl be hdd by secret vote
or by equivdent free voting procedures.”

Free and democratic dections do not exist in Iran. Only candidates who support the fundamentdist dericd
rule are dlowed to run for office. In other words, dl Iranians who prefer another sy stem of government are
exduded and harshly repressed. The Coundl of Guardians screens and vets even candidates who are
supporte's of thefundamentdist dericd system. Despite the harsh tyranny, the ovewhdming mgority of the
Iranian people have rdied upon peaceful means to resist the theocratic oligarchy. So, when onefaction
within the ruling diques in 1997 promised reforms, it was wdcomed by ahuge mgority of the population.
However, dueto thefalure of the reformists within the ruling sy stem to improve the situation, they havelost
support amongthe population. In the February 20, 2004 dections, the hardline- controlled Guardian Coundll
even barred reformist members of the dericd ruling establishment, induding about 80 incumbent members

of theldamic M gles, from patidpaingin the dections.

What is paliticdly significant is that under the leedership of the opposition, the overwhdming mgority of the
Iranian people boy cotted the dections on February 20, 2004. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, wherethe
dection stamp on ones identity pgper may be needed to gat food coupons, government employ ment, and
savices, not to paticpaein thedections is an active act of dvil disobedience

Wewould liketo express our gretitudeto the UN for its concern over the flagrant humean rights violationsin
Iran over the past two decades. If it were not for the annud reports of the UN Commission on Human Rights,
the humean rights crisis would have been far more severein Iran. However, the recent events require more
proactive &tention of the Secretary-Generd. Thesituation in Iran is deteriorating fast, and the tensions are
increasing dramaticdly. Themost violent faction of the rulingderics isin the process of even diminaing

thar fdlow reformists within the fundamentdist rulingdiques. The oveewhdming mgority of the people,
frustrated with lack of freedom and harsh dericd rule, took huge persond risks to boy cott the dections. The
IAEA has found evidence of violaions of theregme s previous accords. The regon has witnessed severd
mgor wars and much bloodshed. Under therule of this repressive regme, dements for aviolent eruption are
present and only aspark may trigger an explosion.

Theonly way out of the present crisisis aUN supervised referendum enabling apeeceful transition to a
democratic and secular republicin Iran. We bdievetha the UN should regffirm its historicd role and bring
to the atention of the fundamentdist regme respect for the UDHR and respect for the free vote of the Iranian
people Thisistheonly way to avoid aviolent conflict in Iran. Weurgeyou, Mr. Secretary-Generd, to hdp
prevent violence through pesceful means to achieve the aspirations of the Iranian peopleto bring about
democracy and freedomto Iran.

Highest regards,

M asoud Kazemzadeh, Ph.D.
Sretary of Foregn Affars
Iran Nationd Front-Abroad
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